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CONFIDENTIAL TOKYO 13188 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: EEWT, EIND, ELTN, UR, JA 

SUBJECT: TRANS-SIBERIAN CONTAINER SERVICE RATES 

REF: STATE A-2221 

1 . SHIPPING RATES FOR TRANS-SIBERIAN RAILROAD (TSR) ARE 
NOT AVAILABLE TO NON SHIPPERS, ACCORDING TO SEVERAL OF 
THE JAPANESE AGENTS CONTACTED IN EFFORT TO OBTAIN INFOR 
MATION REQUESTED IN REF. AIRGRAM. WE WERE TOLD THERE ARE 
14 TSR AGENTS IN JAPAN EACH OF WHOM SEPARATELY NEGOTIATES 
WITH TSR THE RATES FOR EACH OF 10 SHIPPING CATEGORIES. 

THERE ARE NO STANDARD RATES AND EACH AGENT WILL HAVE 
DIFFERENT RATES FOR THE SAME DESTINATIONS. RATE INFORMA- 
TION IS NOT SHARED AND ONE COMPLAINED THAT THERE IS A CON- 
SIDERABLE AMOUNT OF RATE CUTTING AND COMPETITION BETWEEN 
AGENTS. MANSFIELD 
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